The term hospitium originally signified a place of temporary refuge or of entertainment. It gradually developed into that of more permanent reception of the poor and sick, as a work of benevolence, and in course of time from the general sprang the special hospital. We see the original idea in the places of refuge prepared fer pilgrims to Jerusalem, by those who dwelt along their line of route. The latter were glad to give shelter and refreshment to these enthusiastic wanderers, whose example they were unable or unwilling to follow, only craving their prayers at the holy places as a return for their hospitality. In the eleventh century the Latin Church encouraged those who showed faith and penitence bj these pilgrimages, and those who aided them by the way. Christians came out from Jerusalem and escorted these weary ones back into hospital. 
